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D;TiODcT1i; '-"he 4torl A ., fpqxvraph 0 hRU'iy llGhIP, a Viet
C os eonomc cwDre , rbr. Vi"Yr w' ca t.' .ju: tjferation' ,I in .h
on 26 ',?vf-abtr 1')6b by ii 18, i:r+ - ;n ) b C)nIs+ rr,' 175d Airborne

~ ~ op~. ~ ax L'' TJ .t' r i gn- pol-
~~t- L /kt, an, til ( t .~ aild 'a period

of study ill '':,rth t...
EARLY CHI3.I-lHX)4UL' 1, 4_ _ "w' .e ' IfIYAN LIrBI and my

aother ws T. ,i. ",l ,n -s -I -n (H) ,h.'ouc
An kV) T u' fiuoe 1,1) ": ne m I ). ",cnuunc . we were members of
the 1idL1 ,z':.,. ' . . ... . .... n r. U ,' fumily and I was
the oldest, theve ,. ,, b W:th r wid 'j ,fir. There was no
form1 ,, ; w2t ht ,ld resper:t for the
,Idc 4-f'- I-,:, CN) ,ve I tl ,1 tt ~t., b ,' iaved 11.n vaikz tc us. Our
ht%%let never hv.d an), conrr'ctior, vi t the Emperor. I ti)ink An Son was
too far reLoved frcm the Y-ro,. uw ,. i te L (Qi Mhon I to have much in-
fluence over us. I az, not even ure who the Emperora were during my
.youth."

"In , ,h. idhc.zd there was -L feud in ray, family; between my uncle
and V father. '"he fe..d was cver the owie nhi. of land and property,
and it was nP-t settled until 192o, when w5" uncle died. Because of the
continuous fi&htiiwe between these two, both of whom I loved very much,
ur memories of early childhood are not very happy ones."

SCHOOLEG (192? - 1927): "I started school in 1922 when I was four-
teen years old. The sch -l I went to wa3 ia 'Iuong An (V) Tuy Phuoc
(D). We did not learn the Viotnamese 'Lar4guage. It was ene of the 'old'
9chools, and we stidied the Chinase lan&miage and used Chinese charact-
ere. 'de also studie Ch unese and Vietnamese atories, fables and par-
ables. What I mean by 'old' scnol i3 that it was a crivate institution
originated by the elders of the village. Our teachers were the well ed-
ucated farmers of the village, who would volunteer their services to
teach the young men of the surroundi.ng hamlets. The school day would
start at 7 o'clock in the morning and the first session would continue
until 12 o'clock. At 12 o'clock I would return to my father's house
for lunch and then rest until 2 o'clock, 4hen the second part of our
school day began. The second session continied lnti. 5 o'clock, and
this would conplete the school oay. After school I would return home,
help my father with the chores and study. I never studied ailylhing
about Communism in school. I did not learn of Comuism until the
late 1940' s."

"There was no social life in my school, neither were there any
athletic activities. I had a frierd, though, who knew Karate, and I
learned from him all of the moves he knew. I was proud of this. By the
time that I left school 1 was an expert s Karate, but never have used
this knowledge and, as all of the moves that I knew were defensive moves,
i could never have attacked anyone."

"I stayed in school for five years, or until I was nineteen. There
was no such thing as grades or graduation; your status was determined

(C)
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Lam!. ?t went ol,' t,l'ikv c>u - btlt I , 'i v l .c:( 1 'Jry :I}ih [,xid x2

Yikt ' the r Jiit tc.t a .e.i., to hf-lp firl L , I , ' (,II 1liied t-o at ta i .
nad Mar. Irttiurd.i -at athlool Ltn I cnjoyei lea-nin re 'rec .... ' ,tcl
-'lay that the, fivc ye,- , I ', t in :xi.ul ) were .tol cX" th -h r'i,' ;I
year's cif ,(V jif."

PIS1' r:1G '127 - 1v4'): 'hft,.r ,ily R-1 M.V~~ par nf s, I b c-:ri'K-
airmer. I owntl a Iittle uver two iectare-s oi" )afd irt n y i(_.L 1 r,-

let Itri herta.-e - 2.4171 acres). tn i ,vetao, ye.nz" T t , , ..
thii-ee c.ap- of e.Lcz, one eror k.f s cello a!d one& cro.,. f . J
was flmairied ",,r th f'i.st iil.,> in I wl~n I wa 1 y a± " ,. -y
wife' 9 fe il.i had m, ve, :, ',i;,bc rir,,: hai&) et in 1Y + 1 h:o, knCt. 'n
her qix linths before our A, arriaee. We liv,,O t\,cether :.' c .. ..
ve'y happy year, and tkn my wife and o1' chil, ied t11 iIr')h. I
remained oingle until 19,2", th n :.roiarrxeu. T ha,, k-io ,n .jec(nrJ wife
f t ''o yearu- before we married but our i,,etinea lhci riot b. n fi -qiei t
and2 sadly, I neve, re.loi ,ew hcr o'tTl after we were ia:, ied. i:e;tVIeT
ry faily or T ,-Ot /or,- vfry well zith ,.y - eeoor ( iie b..e-,..e v,,, . -. 'i

to be very lazy and lae'kd what ve o:nsiueled to be rnornO2 intellig-nce.
I left ner in 1934 after twc years f chiluless mariau,." (MiJY1H said
that thits ws thought cf eas a for,,al divoroe.)

"I VzzJ V1.; Ci eufl "Al Zr.oosing a tlinl wf% and d., C rer'slx
until 1945i. .-Zt Lhlrd wife ws the cr.y daughter of' a rich ,ierchent. We
had 'oYwn one another for five years bexore our ra=.ifge. ,ie were very
happy when married and she bore ime four sons."(All sons are still alive;
three of The sons are mentbers of the AUI Army an t},e fourth, the young-
est', ccrtinues to live v , LrJ[TYfH I wife.)

B,13IA~i'TON 01 U,:' TIB KUR i "I remember the French as cruel, brutal axnd
corrapt oppressors and conqaerora. T hated to even see thein. 1 h-d a
friend who worked for the railroad (now the Vietnamese National inailway)
ari he was unaer the di.'ect control of the ivnchmen. rhenever lie did
something wrong he was kicked and beaten. This attitude was not unusual
to the ' renc.i. They acted just like the umthinking color. ists that they

VIIET ihUMll A )- ,JCAT!ON - "Il hatred for the French zid
their treachery and false promises prompted me to join a Viet linh
National Survival iouth Group in 1945, as so many other young Vietnamese
did. This was a relatLvely new organization then, Ead as I was about
eight years older than all the other members, after about two months
I quit this organization and joined the Viet Mili 9armei's Association.
this was not a Co riist organization so much as it was an anti-French
movement. I joined because of Love for my country."

"I was very successful Tlh this ort-anization artu before the year was
over I W.'w elecoted, by s~cex:t bailot, Lhe secretary of oar Jocal chapter.
No one was paid wages in the &sasociation, everyone, like iyself, was a
volunteer. Tho cadre of tUs8 oeanization had a meeting once (.very Lonth
and all the members would meat every three ionths. Th. ei rlaces

(2)
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wkere c¢in-ed every mnth because if we twrc o . v tu'h wI

11o h) zve been suverely punished and ,rhap 5. "le,. .11, se aetnirts
t0Lus,:ul., " last foe About two 'lour. "1u1 *. to ev n, en . "t the
, pooLt.L- ,e+ngs wtu would plan ..hut we v)tteilted t dcco. O sb fr I.he
following month. When all the mi rero w:er,- to1,ct er tvery th,rJ ' onth
:e wo.iJ vvanuate our past acti'n =-, , ,nee Ugain, pan -jvi whct if, Jo
in the fluture. There were about luti m -Abrs in tl.-o ,  i!,,- jtion 'lV1 ',,,y
hsLret ana thu surrounding vvla<le:l .u,1 hnadetu."

C I .,I['.T:T P\:C:"' V ._.L1'I "It h,!d the pos.tion of" secretrry in the
rmer's Association antil ) 5, when : :z., reduced to an ordinary

member. MY ispon-ibilities worv ".iken awa, not As a punishm:tent but,
sn r. ;, I waw a member ol tie, m.ddle class ana I had soaie rich

so eome people feared tuat I itit. share sentiments 1:it., the
weal th,,. Z\en though I was very prouc to be secretary, I was able to

unaeratand their fears, even if they were not justified. It %.s in this
period that the Parmer's Associ-tion beca.!e less a nationalistic . i-
zation and more of a Communist organization. The transition uia : ce
overnight. As I said, the organization was very large by this time; mnony
members had fought during the war (World War II) and had heara of Comm-
unism. People, who I now recognize were acting as Communist age'its,
would also come and talk with us, telling us to make attempts to over-
throw the government and to push the Frenchmen out. This is what we
Vietnamese villagers " ished to hear, for they also spoke of laid redis-
tribution for all Vietnamese and our own government, a people's govern-
ment. I officially became a member of the Communist )arty in 1950, and
.from this time on spent the greater part of qy time in getting other mem-
bers for the party and telling the people of the benefits to come from
Comritism."

"Ihe mission of the Farmer's Association was the redistribution of
land. In the old asys the rich, especially the French and their cohorts,
the Vietnamese people who colaborated with them, took land away from the
poor, often using treacheiry and other deceitful means. To give you an
exai-v.le of this I need only to recall what happened to one of my fri, is.
? r friend was a very successful farmer. One year there was a siclai in
his family and his wife and oldest son died. bince he and his othe &wo
sons were also sick for the better part of the year, he was inable work
his fields. He got a loan from a rich French landowner with the r er-
standing that he would pay the loan back after one year, There v a con-
tract written up to this effect but there was also a verbal agre nt
that if the farmer couldn't repay the money at the end of a year N1d
be allowed some extra time in repaeying the loan. At the end ,f or,: -.
my friend asked for another month's time and guaranteed the Frr-timan
his money if he were allowed this extra month. The Fiench,4n -eneged on
his word and confisticated my friend's land. Shortly after dAme, n
friend died, as much from heartbreak as anything else, c, left t', se,
without parents."

"This is the type of person that the association was rorking against°
We attempted by bar.aining and peaceful persuasion to get the rich to
either return land to its rightful owners or, if that was not possible, -1i
offer some sort of reinbursement to them in the form of nonry, cattle or

(3)
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I Af('

.ar au.tomobiles. 'v U -- r , i d tfy yfie, tlcou 1 1 -,it

I A,.ht t- 0 L.e " , , W Wly t 3a

s a Aiain rec- k p xb~d-t

DJJT'l EJ i ilTH V T ,:2.1 5-1*( ' in Lz v 5 a, ~
Faizr I s C 4 C1 i, t f U .. 1.1 i . Lnan f,(, 1

in and Idcat" )", c i z .no'i, , , 't 7 11 .- I .
leave Vy b t . f , , t i t .t. ,.. .1 , d "L .' b_61
Vietnami . ti n t - ehi I LI., t !1JL.it tiat x,. e,,er t, c- 1tj P
aid wis lookinC foivii' to i-ar- mj *n rbovt crop i.ri(," torl nnd rl _ -

1,,otion anti lear, io- -' I Corraiiiftlh h ?9* wtA it %J-tB'a .. in ivo-( t~h
TJ e fn Ex,. T saw n,, t~i 3- t la, ,. Ij.iri n January vf 11"55 A,. nI
s tz-: ed t. the tri 1-th .

a, , t.. Vietnam in April, after' trave' jg by f ot for
three month. 'of ,, age (0) 1 was asi ed to work in th pro-
duotion bloc. In liorth Vietnam every hamlet has a rroduction loloc ak"Ade

I of abcut 30o mc n. 'Tihe bloc is d:vided into production cell-, ' ,.
of tuenty men e. ch. Our p.' duct,on bloc, like w' t h,'.rs, devoted tll
ile av-e to prodi in,, rice. I do not know wy, but I foun that rice ir
ld north mlust be wat.ch d closer than the rice in the south. IC riot yi

ailnot i:wve a succe.ssful ev~oiu. Bven tCiou h T later reacho-d the ro': , rior.
o' prnuctlon cell leadcr, I never rec iv wd any instrocetio in
or acounz i tu prepare me for ny -,c to-be in J.outh X'ietlar, ,s a; Pn
and economin cadr e -.eber."

"Atypica b l. Ida in North Vietnam woal begin at 5:30, when evebloc i
awoke. ihe oun men had a physiciol treining progas at 6:00, then evar,'-
one would shower and have breakfast. t "bout 8u oclock the rrkc
v'ould begin an(; continue until 11 o' cloc>., wheii we iio' ld tak~e v bt-1'. for
lunch ad rest. eork would resume at 1 o'clock and would continue until
5 o'clock. Fr-om 5 o'clock until 6:30 we had time for ctinner, to rest and
casually talk. At 630all would rest and read the newspaper. From 7:00
until 9:00 w-- would have classes. For the most part we studied -ice
production methods and mathe erat.cs."e

"Un 'iundays of every week there was a spvocial two-hour class for
members of the omrunist party like myself. These classes vould revolve
around the political theories of Comunisr. The first year I attended
taoe. classes we studied Lenin, hut this stopped after one yeah' because
ther were some doubts relarina to Lenin's ieolout I the wor tnat,
woul have cleses on o cse Tung ar d Ho Chwe I:inh hut ire r v -r . i
t e ink that the cason we isn t have ryehs classes dealin wit', rol iticve

(4)
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t -<, rs izt AIoe to, the fact that .outh Vietnam kept talkini, abc t uvadirng
r rt!, c tra, ant) for tlat reason all resources wer, ceployed towards

proA ctioin of food in case there ehould bt i, mllitar$ caiai{ji. t. t ies
'We ::. filn-i ra'le in th-, Ui.ited State relating to bettk-r methods of rr-
O'ctton and the construction of factc rte-4. The quality of these filil
', y '.1o cod anu we Iearnt-d nt ¢h fivLi t'., i. 2ie r.e,,ls in No-th Vietnam

eoristed of the same items I have had a' of nZ life; ri c three tires a
da and fish and vegetables when available. When I was in North Vietnam
I worked in OJCNC 1iINH (H) DUCTIG NIN11 (V) QUYNH LUO (P) NCIIE AN (D)."

'i (.idn't t-ain :i Lh weat-ons for very long. The only instructions I
ever h- -'4th firearma was a three-day class on the structure and firine
of a .45 iber pistol and a one-day class cn the use of a French sub-

,c Jina gtui. I have never liked rifles and machine ga.. but the listol
•'n A e. Later, back In South Vietnn, I carried a -45 caliber ; ntcl
fir i. while because my leaders told inb I needed it for aelf-protcct'or.
It became to bothersome, though, so I returned it and have n't carnted P
weapon since."

"when working and going to cletses I naver had much ccntact with the
iorth Vietnamese. All the people I orked with were L rcm .oouth Vit tn:7m.
It was generally thought and understood that we from .outh !>itne-- 'ould
some day return to the south, and by aiding the people ecc.iui Lcalily we
would liberate the people from the puppet government of 6outh Viotnam, so
that they could then form their om government, modeled on the Zcmmunist
style."

"k)very year in North Vietnam a person is given fifteen depy s, eciLl

leave. I spent all of my special leave time in Hanoi, and v.:,el 'hat
city five different times, staying with a friend's family. T ,:. ry
much aisappointed with Hanoi. At one time I am sure that ii m hoe
been a great city but now it is too old and is very dirty. Vhrn I was
in Hanoi the central power was always failing and we always lacked elec-
tricity. I think that Saigon and Nhe Trarg are much niver i+-es than
Hanoi. I was treated extremely well in North Vietnam. 'hr yrrty gave me
and most of the South Vietnamese better food, clothing and lcu.in, than
most of the North Vietnamese received."

"I believe the Communist regime of Ho Chi bling in Yorh ',Omum
started out with good intentions. Originally, th y were try, .g to rais
the standard of living and create equality among the people, but this did
not come about. The Communists did raise the standard of living somewhat
by creating and organizing cooperatives, but what they failed to do
in creating cooperatives was to establish equality and inst.2i in the
people a sense of humanity. All was too objective; too imr, :rsnal. The
people kept being told that better times were comingt, and t',al tbi- rizelands
would be redistributed to them, but while I was in Nortb Vrt. am tis never
h-ppened. I do not 1inow how or why they failed but 'hey a to. Eqility and
humanity are two things that are important to all people; I thout them no
nation can be successful. It is just not possible."

(5)
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'"he, reple of North Vietnam seemed te h.ve a great respect for
Pros ient Diem, of Jouth Vietnam. bnce, l'i.evident Diem was captured by
th Communists. ..o Chi Minh ordered that he not be killed, for he
wanto to ,erotiade Diem to work fof Lhe Coiranist cause. Later. Diem,
with the help of the Japanese, fled,, tUle reason that Diem was such a
good politician and considered to be so smart may be attributed to the
falct that he started at the very bottom and worked his 14a" to the top.
He had very mt'ch experience and knew the best way Lo peirfor almost all
jobs connected with politics. I tiink that the Diem goveniment was
,more forceful, had better policies and, overall, was much better than
the rrrsent ,overnnient of Liouth Vietnam. I was very sorry when I
learne that Dit-m had cied."

"It is rry opinion that the government of North Vietnam is more swift
that it is just. Many prisoners have been sentenced to death by firing
squads and others, not as dangerous, are sent into confinement, to be
re-educated or rehabilitated. rersonally, I have never witnessed any
executions, but in 1958 there were three people that worked in my cell
th.at were found guilty of instigation corruption. They were taken iwy
and I never saw them again. It was my understanding that those that are
taken away for rehabilitation draw twc pairs of clothes and two pairs of
shoes a year from a ceutral sup',ly room. This supply room also gives. the
prisoners all the tools needed to work the soil. Then, they must provide
for them'.elves and attend classes twice weekly until the government thinks
they have been rehabilitated. There is no set time that they must remain.
Perhaps some leave within a year and some will end up dying there."

R)REIGN ADVISESs '"When I was in North Vietnam our proauction bloc had
Chinese advisers from 1057 through 1959. I also know that during the same
time spar. the economy sections had two East German advisers. The Chinese
advisers in our section workea with us in soil improvement and showed us
how to increase our production of rice. In the economy section the Fast
Germans supervised the building of dams and factories. Advisers worked
with the people only on certain specified missions, and if any mission
would last over a year, the advisers would rotate every six months. 1.y
overall impression of the advisers is a good one. They were effecient
and seemed to know the most practical and expedient methods of going
about their tasks, but I suppose that is what they are trained for. I
have never been aware of any foreign advisers working anywhere in South
Vietnam for the Viet Cong or North Vietnamese."

"Unlike in the Viet Cong, in North Vietnam you will find corrupticn.
As an example, there is probably no better c&ae that my own. When I was
in North Vietnam I was fortunate enough to find a Parker pen. I was aware
that a Parker pen costs 2,000 p' asters in North Vietnam and was plnning
on selling it. The political officer of our production cell became aware
of the pen and told me that I had to sell it to him for 500 piasters. I
tried to argue with him, but he said that was the rule. In the end, he
bought the pen for 500 piasters and I was, quite literally and very
simply, cheated."

RETURN TO SOUTH VITNAM (1961) "I left North Vietnam in June of 1961,

infiltrating back into my country with an infiltration group designated

(6)

CONFIDENTIAL



CONF I DENT AL

as the Third Group. This group consisted of tw- .ity Lkfn, ten of wnom
were armed with carbines with three magazines eae'h. I aid not carry a
veapon and arrived in South Vietnam in October of 1961. It was then
that I began my work as a Viet Cog, which continued until I was car.-
tured."

"At first, I was the funds keeper of a Viet Gong purchasing store.
This store was located in Van Canh (V) Hoal 1hon (1)) Bi-,, 1inh (1'). Ny
mission was to help arrange for the purchase of rice and other foodstj,,:ff
for the Viet Gong, Viet Gong Lontagnards andq sometimes, for North "1--"
namese units. As I said, I had b.en trained to form a Farmer's Ae ,,;1a
tion group, and this was really what I wi ihed to do, but was also a G'j(
trader and storekeeper, so this is what I always did."

"'Ie organization of a Farmer's Association is based on a very
simple principle. A team of Viet Cong cadre will go into a village or
hamlet and propagandize the people, The team of cadre will consist of an
older man to talk with the elderly men of the village, a young man to talk
with the young men of the village and a woman to work with all the women
of the village. After the inhabitants are propagandized, the Viet Cong
sell tools to the villagers on credit and, in return, expect and receive
half the crops that the villagers produce. The entire process of winning
a village over to the Viet Cong side is to take one and one--half years."

"in theory this reads well, but in actual practice I do not knovi of
this plan working in over a year in Binh Dinh Province. For one thing,
there must always be a certain number of personnel on guard to warn of
Allied helicopters and troops while the others are working in the fields.
Secondly, prior to working in a new field foxholes and bunkers must be
built. Thus, because of all the manpower needed for these things, pro-
duction is slowed down greatly. More discouraging than this, though, is
the fact that the allied troops and helicopters are always coming across
the fields and destroying the crops with chemicals or fire. It is very
hard to keep a field hidden for a long period of time. The Allies are
too strong now for the Farmer's Association plan to work as it should."

"An interesting fact about our picks and shovels is that we make them
from your long iron U-stakes (engineer stakes). We obtain these stakes
when an American unit moves out of an area and leaves them behind. They
are very easy to mold. When napalm bombs are dropped, we use the metal
left to make axes and pots and pans. You leave so very much behind that
is valuable."

"Purchasing food for nV- store has been a big problem these last two
years. In 1965 and the first half of 1966 rice was plentiful, and we had
very little trouble in purchasing and transporting rice to our units.
Now, it is very difficult. The rice is still available, but it is almost
impossible to transpQrt it because the Allies know of and patrol all of
our transportation routes* Since w pay the government of South Vietnam
price we can purchase the rice from government controlled areas as well as
from areas under Viet Gong control. I do not know whether or not the
people who sell the rice to us know who it is going to. This is because
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the Irovince Chief, Mr. Num, always appoints a middle man to arrante f-r
the purchase and to do the actual buying. I had no direct contact with
the people sell ing tho rice. The price that we paid is usually 3(' t,
55 pasters per kilc, and the average Vist Cong soldier wil consme
ninety kilos of rice in a months time."

A TYICAL DAYU SCHEdLez "All of the days one spends as a Viet Cong folio.'
the same pattern. I get up every morning around 5:50. At 6 o'clock we
listen to a radio program broadcast from 1lanoi. This program tells of
the progress of the war and then broadcasts a physical trainine program
that all of the younger men are supposed to partioipate in. It is man-
datory that all Viet Cong personnel listen tu this program each day. The
progam lasts for about twenty minutes. lisnny people that al, lazy 41io
the program, but if they are fit, nothing is said to the,."

"After physical training we wash and eat breakfe.st. We bavo no
special cooks, in a sense everyone is a cook. We rotate eaclh day. This
works out well, because whoever is appointed to cook for the day gets fo
leave work one hour early. We either grow the rice that we oat or wo
would take it from nqr store. Basically, our meals consisted of the same
things each day. We have rice three times each day, and when available
we would supplement our rice with fish and vegetables."

"As soon as b.,eakfast is over we would go to work. Those who, like
mysel-t do not work in the fields quit work at 10:30 and have from 3.0:30
until 1:30 to eat our lunch and relax. At 11:30, we have one hour of
study. 'hose who are uneducated study and those who are educated teach.
During the summer we have one hour to take a nap before returning to wcrk,
and during bhe monsoon, only one-half hour, as the days are shorter.
We then return for work for four more hours and then quit for the day.
After we have our supper we again study for two hours, and usually on
Thursday of every week we have one hour of political study."

"Whet we study during this hour usually varies. Sometim es we disciuss
the philosophy of Hanoi; other times we review our actions in South Viet-
nam. blycept for tnis one evening of political study, all our other study
periods are spent studying the Vietnamese language. Much emphasis is
spent on the correct usage of the language. What I enjoy doing during
;;he day is to read. Every Viet Cong unit has a propaganda instruction
training center which provides books to read. I read many things, but my
favorites are the poems written by To Hieu and the old Vietnamese story,
Kleu."

"The day ends at nine o'clock when everyone mutst go to bed. Ny
sleeping quarters were usually in the store, and the only time that I did
not sleep there was when the Allies were nearby, and I would go into the
hills."

L .!-VENTSL '.VD ,NG TO CAPTTREt 'Befoxe being captured, 1 was the purchup k7
agent and funds keeper for the Van Canh village purchasing store. In t)e:-
ember of 1966, I received 300,30 * piasters from Yw. Le (this name is an
alias; I do not know his real name.) 11r. Le is the Chairman of the
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National Liberation Front in Vaxi Canh village and he had received this
money from Ix. Nam, the Viet Cong Province Chief of Binh Dinh hrovince.
.-y mission with this money was to purchase supplies for the store. The
people of ARVH-controll :i Van Canh would trade trnir goods in the store
for the honey which the Viet Cong Montagiards prociuced. Thus, we could
keep the Montagnards supplies with the salt, medicine and materials which
they did not produce, and the Viet Cong and North Vietnamese units with
rice, as needed."

"By March of 1967 1 had spent ap-roximately 17,000 piasters and then
A1RVN and American units swept into Van Canh. I fled into the mountains,
leaving 283,000 piasters in a rucksack in my store. After the units with-
drew, I returned and found my store burned and all of the money gone. It
was either lestroyed by the units or captured by them. Becaase after the
units left the ARVN had much tighter control of Van Canh, the store was
never re-established. The loss of the funds was reported to Mr. Le, who

reprimanded me. My position was cancelled and I was -onfined to working
with the food production cell in Van Canh village. While doing this, I
worked with eleven other men, and we produced rice, corn and sweet po-
tatoes. We were restricted to a specific area and were not allowed to
attend party meetings, but were never under guard."

"I considered my confinement unfair, because it was not my fault

the the fundF were lost. Because of this, I wrote to the Central Office
imforming them of the incident and the action taken. I followed normal
protocol and gave the letter to my superior who, in turn, gave it to
his superior, and so it supposedly continued to the provincial head-
quarters, from there to be forwarded to the central office. Whether or
not the central office ever received this letter I do not know, as I
never received a reply."

"when serving my confinement my attitude was considered very poor.
Once, I was approached bj a member of the Binh Dinh 1rovince cadry, who
asked if I wished to return to North Vietnam. I did nc' wish to return;
as we had been told so many times that the war was almo,t over, so I was
hoping to leave the party after the war and return ±3 my family. I
felt that if I returned to the North I would never see them again. When
captured, I was in the Vin Thanh mountains on my way to meet with 4r.
Nam, the province chief. Though captured before seeing him, I believe
he wished to talk to me about returning to North Vietnam."

"When purchasing agent for the store, we collected an average of
250 - 300 kegs of rice per month. This rice was then distributed to a
local force battalion (designated C - 17, a Binh Dinh Province local
force battalion). Every fifteen days perhaps twenty men armed with car--
bines would come and collect the rice from the store. This distribution
order for the rice would come from Mr. Nam, who 1s the Executive Officer
of this unit. It consisted of three companies; each company with three
platoons and each platoon with three squads. Its overall strength was
about 100 men; fifty of these were North Vietnamese while the remainder
were local Viet Cong."
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oYCHL GICAL WARFAR_: "I tHnk that for the nost Frutt the L'li,-i psy-
chological warfare programi is very kflective. Je are not ;,ilovied t-
pick I' th, leaflets that ar,. drupped but often, when we ere no with
others, our curiosity gets tho better of ae. I con ider your leaf'-',
to be well written and the poi-try is very good. There is one Irwbeck
to your leaflet droppingz we have know way of knowing if what you say
on the leaflets is true or not. 'dt are not allowed to listen tc the
Jouth Vietnamese radio station and, even if we were, we still have no
way of checking on what they say. I have never hf-ard a iou'>,peaking
nmssion and 'now nothing of them. I feel that, if you are doinr ev-ry-
thing that you say on the leaflets, the progranm cannot help but to b-
successful. In my experience as a Viet Cong I have kcown only one 1,_r-
son to Chieu Hol, but I have heard rumors that many people are Cuing
over to the government."

"As I said. we are not allowed to listen to the South Vietnamese
government radio stations, but after reading some leaflets my ciuriosity
was aroused, and sometimes I would sneak away and tune un radio to these
forbidden stations. This is a dangerous thin6 to do, fcr if you are
caught three times your radio is taken away and you are reprimanded."

"It is getting harder and harder for the Viet Gong to recrAit new
members into their ranks. The Viet Gong usea to be able to send propa-.
ganda teams into villages end hamlets and have rony young men volunteer
their services. This no longer happens. It is much harder to recruit
now compared to several years back and especially compared to when the
Viet hinh were fighting the F-rench. I think this can be attributed to
two reasons. First, the fighting against the irench and South Viet-
namese Government troops was limited to the roads and the open areas.
Now, since the Allies have come to the aid of the South Vietnamese, the
fighting is everywhere, in the jungles, the mountains, the forests and
the swamps. It is a much harder and a dirtier fight, and the fighting
must be done twenty-four hours a day, not for only a few hours in the
evening."

"Secondly, the South Vietnamese people, through observing the passing
years, have come to realize that the Viet Cong are good talkers but often
fail to fulfill their promises to the people. Often, the Viet Gong will
go into a village and promise to have all volunteers back in their homes
in time to reap the crops. Sometimes they go as far as to say that they
will help a village or a hamlet with a new irrigation project or some
other community project. When these men never come back, and no projects
are begun, the pnple realize that they have been lied to and, if possible
will never againthe Viet Gong or trust them. Slowly, in village after
village and hamlet following hamlet, I feel the Viet Gong are defeating
themselves, because they are losing the support of the people, and it is
with the people that the strength of the Viet Gong rests."

"i am not saying that the Viet Gong feel they are losing the war; to
the contrary, they feel they are winning. I admit that I had this attitude
until captured. Propaganda teams tell us that the Allies are disorganized
and discouraged and that soon the non-Asiatics will withdraw from the
country. Most Viet Gong also feel that the ARVN are not good soldiers.
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Their tactics are not good and they are lacking pood lt.adership. Th-
ARVN do have better weapons though, and that is where their pcwer lies.
As I saio, I also believed the Viet Cong were winning the war. It was
not until after my capture that I realized the full strength of the

Allies, for I had never been in position to realize your artillery and

your helicopters and your large camps. I now feel that vhe Viet Cong

are losing the war, especially as the Viet Cong are losing the hamlets
and the villages in the countryside."

"I have noticed in most of the hamlets and villages in this portion
of the Highlands few men are to be seen between the ages of 18 and 30.
They are all away fighting, or have been killed or wounded. I feel this

is prevalent all over North and South Vietnam. I realize that each must

fight for his respective side, but this is very sad, becsise these young

people are missing the most productive years of their life. These are
the best years for living and working and building a family. I believe
this will have a bad effect on both Vietnams. I can not say what the

effect will be, for I do not know how long the fighting will last. I
think, though, that South Vietnam will be the first to recover, for they
will have more help from the Allies to help rebuild their economy. I do

not know whether North Vietnam will receive as much help from China and
Russia."

QVALri'Y OF AND UNITS: "It is hard for me to give a direct answer
when discussing the quality of the men in Viet Cong units. Our leaders,

the officers, are usually chosen for their abilities. For the most part,

they work their way up from the ranks. Our leaders do what they are told

by their superiors when they can but often they lack the facilities to

carry out the orders given them. It is very hard for an officer to oider

his men to move into an enemy held area when they have little ammunition

and no food. When they can, our officers do as told."

"I would say that there is a very gooa officer-enlisted man relation-

ship. When talking or playing where is virtually no difference between

and officer and his men, but when on a mission, both parties are very

serious and much respect is shown towards a man's rank. I do not know

what would be done to a man whn refused to obey an order from his superior
because I have never heard of this happening."

"There is now exception to what I have just said and that is in rela-

tion to the political officer. The political officer is usually designa-

ted by the district chief, and usually neither the officers or the enlist-
ed men like him. This dislike is partially due to the fact that he has

so much power yet he never endangers his life in combat. As an example,
I need only to remind you of the Parker pen incident. It is impossible

to agrue with a political officer, because he knows all of the rules and

if the rules available do not suit him he will make up new ones. The pol-

itical officer has no combat capability and never joins in battle, His

only purpose is to lecture on the political theories of Ho Chi Minh and

the Communist government and the progress of the war. The political
officer my also use discipline and put people into confinement if they

are not doing their jobs. Bven though this is very seldom done this does

not make him any more popular. It it hard to like someone that you fear."
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"The discipline of the men is pretty good. When a man dots do
thing wrong there are varying forms of punishment he may receive, depend.
ing on what he has done. The lowest form of punishment is nothing inore
than a reprimand. The man is told to watch his step and all units tlhar
he works with are informed of the mistake he has irade. The most severe
punishment is a jail sentence. The guilty party is sent to an isolatp!
camp with other prisoners, where he is given tools and told to w'rk in
the fields. The only food he gets is what he himself produces. If he

wants to, the prisoner may have his family accompany him. Most of these
jail sentences are for three years, but the sentence does rot make much
difference. If the guards in charge of the camp think he is rehabilitatei
before the sentence is up they will allow him to return to his unit. If
after three years of imprisonment the guards feel that the prisoner is net
yet rehabilitated they will extend his sentence for another period. These
camps do noc have cells; the prisoners live in regular huts, but they are
guarded and are not permitted to leave a specified area. The number of
guards depends on the number of detainees in the camp. These prisoners
are isolated from everyone else and because of this I do not know the
location of any of these camps."

' Between these two extremes is the most common punishment received.
If an enlisted man does sometning wrong, but not bad enough to be impris-
oned he is demoted in rank and sent to a different unit in another dis-
trict. Officers that fa.l into this category are not demoted, but are
only sent to another unit. This practice is unfair, for their should not
be any discrimination between officers and enlisted punishment."

OPINIONS ON THE WAR: "When I was in North Vietnam we were told that when
we went back to South Vietnam we would work with the people of the hamlets
and teach them how to increase their crops, and that the Viet Cong and
North Vietnamese forces would be used only to support the agricultural
programs and allow th? people to choose their own a'verning officials.
This was not true. I have been back in Vietnam fo. o,..n years, and
have never been allowed to to into a hamlet and show the people some of
the new production methods. I have seen many of W friends die without
accomplishing anything, On the way down and here in Vietnam many become
sick with malaria. Allied air strikes and artillery shooting kills many.
Viet Uong hospitals have a cure for malaria but the medicine has to be
brought down from North Vietnam so it is not always available and many
people die. I have not seen my family since 1955 and not a day goes by
that I do not wonder if I will ever see them again.",

'"ecause of nj age and my years with the Viet Cong I have been able
to observe unfairness in the Viet Cong ranks. The most common example,
and in my opinion the worst, is the practice the Viet Cong have of taking
care of a person when he is young and needed and strong, but when you
become older and not useful they have a tendency to disregard you and
not take very good care of you. I know one district level cadre who be-
came wounded. Because of his age he was not considered very useful, so
hewas given no medication and died. The Viet Cong have a regulation
regarding retirement and old age but it is only weakly enforced."

"I feel. that the armies of North Vietnam are invading South Vietnam.
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Hanoi says that this is only being done for a 'unified Vietnam' but
I do not think this justifies their being here in the force that they
are. The North Vietnamese, with the Viet Cong, wbuld have been success-
ful were it not for the American's coming in, for the North Vietnamese
are better trained and have more competent leaders than the ARVN"

"As far as who is going to win the war I cannot say. I know that
one round of artillery or an air strike costs much money, but the Allies
seem to be able to call in artillery and air strikes whenever they wish.
The North Vietnamese cannot do this because all ammunition has to be
brought down from North Vietnam and this is such a slow and tedious task°

do not feel that any side will win by military force for no one can win
the people by military force alone. The side that can have the people of
South Vietnam to support them is the side that will be victorious and will
have the lasting victory In the end. The Allies keep reporting acts of
terrorism by the Viet Cong aimed at the people. If these reports are true
the Viet Cong are making a large strategic mistake. The Viet Cong cannot
continue to conauct terrorist acts and expect the people to support them."

"I do not know exactly what to think about the Alli .s helping the
government of South Vietnam. There is an ill feeling in me when I think
of what effect all of this help will have on Vietnam in the future. The
Allies are sendirg many men over here, and many are dying. Much money is
being spent. Somehow, I do not know how or when, the government of South
Vietnam is going to have to repay the Allies. Thus, it is probable that
Vietnam will be in a position to be exploited by the Allies if they so
choose. I hope that the Allies do not follow such a route, but it is
possible. I do now know how the government will repay, maybe economically
by granting trade rights, or maybe the Allies will expect certain rights
in foreign affairs. I feel that whatever is given, it is bound to have
a bad effect on the people's future."

CLOSING RMRKSi "Of my four sons, three are now in the ARVN army. I do
not know what to say of this because I have had no contact with m family
for so long. I have never been allowed to see my family and was allowed
to receive and send only two letters a year, as were all of uus. These
letters were always read by my superiors before being sent and the content
was always very little. This is not good, for a person is only half a
man when his family is not with him and he cannot look after them or know
how they are doing."

"I heard of the bombing halt through Radio Hanoi. The Hanoi govern-
ment did not have much to say about it, but the impression they gave was
that the Alliesi were losing the war, and therefore the Allies wanted to
make peace. I am not sure about this; I do not think either side is
really winning too much. I feel that the government of North Vietnam will
use the halt for their own good to resupply its units sad men."

"I was glad to learn of the free elections in South Vietnam. Radio
Hanoi says that the elections were fixed and corrupt, but I do not think
that this is true* If these elections were corrupt then I feel that the
people of South Vietnam would not vote in them and would take the initia-
tive to d o away with -he elections."
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"All that I have wanted to do now for the past years is to be with

zy family. I would like to cb things for myself and not have anyone tell

me or force me to do things. If I had been free to do the things I
chose to do these last years I would like to go back to farming. I t-iink
that I would enjoy being a vood-worker also, and make a good living and
provide for my family. I do not know how many other Viet Cong feel this
way, for this kind of talk is considered treacherous and therefore it is
not a topic for conversation, but it is what I dream for."

HISTORIANS EVALUATION OF THE INFORMATION: HUYNH is, in a way, appreciative

of being captured, for he hopes that eventually he might be returned to
a refugee resettlement hamlet and be reunited with his family. While
being intervied, he was most cooperative and appeared to all concerned to
be sincere in his answers. Many of the same questions were asked during
different sessions and only a few minor discrepiencies were noted in his
replies. During his initial interrogations, HUYNH revealed information
that proved to be most valuable in revealing enemybase camp areas and in
planning for future tactical operations.
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